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XI .  Letlers from rome of the Men of Science engaged in tha 
French Expedition to Egypt. 

L E T T E R  I. 

Cairo, Thermidor zsth , An. VL 

T H E  Commiffion of the Sciences remained a month at 
l~ofetta, until Egypt was entirely fubdued. I am bufily em- 
ployed at prefent in the department to which I belong. 1" 
have had the good fortune to be encouraged and prote&ed 
by General Menou, who commanded in the province of Ro- 
fetta. He gave me an efcort, to enable me to penetrate the 
Delta, and to hunt for animals. I have found a number of 
very interef~ing birds. To obferve them alive, defcribe them 
zoologically and anatomically; to prepare Ruffed tkins and 
tkeletons, have been my occupation in the molt agreeable 
country of Egypt. I have made many new obfervations, 
which I intend to write down for the Inftitute of Cairo. 

The botanifts are very unfortunate in regard to their fci- 
ence. Egypt has fcarcely furnifhed them with twenty dif- 
ferent fpecies; and, betides, they have loft all the paper 
which they brought with them. The care has been the 
fame with my fpirit of wine and powder for Ruffing birds. 
There articles were on board the Patriote, which was loft in 
the harbour of Alexandria. This veffel had on board alfo 
the effe&s of the agronauts. 

The moft aftonifl~ing tree here is the fycamore-fig. One 
of there trees is fufficient to fhade federal of the peafants" 
huts, with the oxen that raife water to water the meadow, 
by means of wheels. 

L E T T E R  II.  

Alcxaudria, Therrnidor z 5'&. 

T H E  naturaliits are all employed each in his own de- 
partment. The mineralogifts have not found any thing of 

importance. They have been occupied only in examining 
the 
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Letters from J~gj,pt. 4I 5 
the changes occafioned in the land by the winds of Lybia. 
The ruins have furniflaed them a much more abundant har- 
vefL The thoufands of columns which every where occur 
have prefented them with granites, brecbes~b and Egyptialx 
marble of the greateft beauty. The monuments, aftonith- 
ing on account of their bulk, which are feen here, have al- 
ready given us a fpecimen of the wonders we fhall behold in 
Upper Egypt. Pompey's pillar, and the column called 
Cleopatra's needle, do not, howeveu make fo much im- 
preflion as an Egyptian vale covered with hieroglyphics, and 
in perle& prefervadon. This vale flands in the great mofque 
of the Arab town ; and I hope that you will fee it in Paris, 
notw!thi~anding its enormous weight. 

I have examined with C. Champi ,the f~ones of which 
the walls of the Arab town are built. They are corroded t~ 
the very centre in fuch a manner as might induce people to 
believe that faltpetre here is very abundant; but w'e were fur- 
prifed to find fcarccly any thing except fea-fah and a very 
fmall quantity of a nitrat, the nature of which we ha~e not  
been able to deternaine, as we had not the neceffary means, 
but which, in all probability, is nitrat of time. I am em- 
plo}red in getting repaired the boxes which contain our che- 
mical" apparatus, and which have fuffered conf~derably. More 
than half of the fulphuric acid has been loft, and has in- 
jured the boxes. 

The af~ronomers are employed with the ef~abliihment of a 

folid bale, that is to fay, with the conftru&ion of two pillar, 
of mafon-work. They will depart loon, in order to form 
the triangles neceffary for making a map of the country. 
The military, civil, and geographical engineers are now 
conftrucCting a plan of Alexandria and the environs. 

Cont~ is employed in co.lle&ing fpecimens of all the art, 
of the country. He has formed a plan alfo of a very fimple 

~,: The French give this appellation to a very thi~ing hard kind of mar- 
ble found in the Plrren~es. ED:tr. 

tele~aph, 
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416 Letters frown Egrpt. 
telegraph, to be eftabliihed on the coaRs and in the road to 
Cairo. 

Alexandria t~ands in the middle of a defert. The Turkith 
town is built at the expence of that of the Arabs, where no- 
thing has been preferved untouched but the ciRerns, non® 
of  which have been formed under the new town. The ob- 
je&s of culture here confift of beautiful palm% which have 
a fomewhat difmal appearance, flg-trees, the cactus opuntia, 
and wretched vegetables, to which the inhabitants do much 
Iaonoui' by giving them the names of cabbages, forrel, parf- 
ley, &c. The onions, however, deferve particular attention. 
They are much harder, a little more pointed in their form, 
and have a fomewhat ftronger tai[e than thole of Europe. 
The grapes which we have ate here for a fortnight pail are 
brought by water fi'om Rofetta and Cyprus : water-melons, 

which are abundant, come alfo from Rofetta : they are cul- 
tivated here, but in fmall quantities. 

The Bedouin Arabs who inhabit the defert, and who 
feed there their flocks, which they afterwards bring for fale 
to Alexandria, wear a white drefs that appeared to me to 
have a great refemblance to the ancient Roman habit, and 

which produces a very fine erie&. The painters, when I 
afked what they thought of it, entertained the fame opinion. 
The men here are l~rong, of large fize, and well propor- 
tioned. This, n o  doubt, is owing to the drefs worn by the 
children and the lower claffes, which is merely a blue thirt. 
They take a great deal of exercife, and their ftrength is ex- 
panded at a very eai'ly age. 

W e  have been all indifpofed : this is a tribute we mull 
pay to a climate fo different from our own, and aSove all to 
the difference of nourithment. Though the heat here is 
only22 or z3 (8I or 84 Fahr.), on account of the fen- 
breeze which cools the atmofphere, the hygrometric difpo- 
fition of the air has a powerful effe& on the animal economy. 
It never rains at this feafon~ but in the evenilag there is an 

abundant 
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On the Culture of Poppies. 4x 7 

abundant fail of dew, to which are afcribed thole difeafes of 
the eyes that affti& the inhabitants. 

The plague, fo much dreaded in Europe, creates no unea- 
finefs here, though it frill exifts in rome houfes of the city. 
People ~.alk in the l~reets with as much confidence as if 
they were not expofed to the danger of touching an infe&ed 
perfon, and catching that cruel malady. Dubois, the fur- 
geon, has had a great deal of eonverfation with a phyfician 
who has long pra&ifed in this country. He affured him 
that the plague is not fo dangerous as it is generally repre- 
rented, and that many perfons, attacked by epidemic difeafes, 
die for want of affiftanee, beeaufe the terror infpired by the 
plague is ftronger than all the ties of affe&ion. ~k lazaretto 
was eftablifhed here ahnoff as foon as we arrived. It is fitu- 
ated in the ancient ifle of Pharos, at the entrance of the old 
harbour. 

[ T o  be continued.-] 

XII. On tbe Culture of Poppies and/he Extraction of Opium 
in the Earl Indies. By ARTH Ull WILLIAM DEVIS, Efq. 
[From the TranfacCtions of the Society for the Encourage- 
ment of Arts, 8¢e. //~l. X//-/. 

I SEND for the acceptance of the Society a fmatl iron 
infirument~ called, by the natives of Hindoottan, .Nehrea, 
and ufed by them for making incifions in the capfules of the 
plants for the extra&ion of opium. 

This inffrument (the exa& dimen~ons of which are flaewlx 
Plate XI. Fig. 4,) is formed of two thin pieces of plate iron, 
tharpened at the broad femicircular edge; and each being 
wound round with thread, the two are faftened together by 
other thread wound round both ~' 

_As the cultivation of the poppy in this country for the 
preparation of opium has lately engaged the attention of 

:~ One *~¢ the inQ, I u lnents  is rcfcrved in the  Society 's  repofitory. 

VOL. I i .  E e this 
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